
 

 

Americanism  Bulletin February 2023 
Greetings! I hope you are all doing well and having a fantastic New Year. I'm excited for another year to live my 

passion of teaching others and serving veterans. This month we celebrate Valentine's Day. It's kind of a big deal (my 

students can't stop talking about it). It's all about love. My Art students are making Valentine cards. I remember 

making cards for  Valentine's for Veterans every year as a child. It was so much fun! 

Another way we can celebrate love and caring is by  honoring  the four U.S. Army chaplains who made the ultimate 

sacrifice when the USAT Dorchester sank February 3, 1943 during World War II. These four brave men, leaders from 

four different faiths, displayed true love for others and heroically gave their life jackets to save others. There was no 

thought of self, but simply unconditional love. Their valor was recognized by the U.S. government and they were 

awarded the Purple Heart and Distinguished Service Cross medals in 1944.  A new medal was created by Congress to 

recognize their sacrifice, the Special Medal for Heroism. 

🇺🇲 Upcoming Patriotic Holidays: 🇺🇲 

Feb. 3– Four Chaplains Day – A Day to remember the four U.S. Army chaplains who made the ultimate sacrifice when 

the USAT Dorchester sank during World War II. 

Feb. 19– Happy Birthday,  Coast Guard Reserve!🎂 

March 3– Happy Birthday, Navy Reserve! 🥳 

March 13– K-9 Veterans Day. The date is the official birthday of the United States K9 Corps and a day to honor their 

service. 

March 25 -Medal of Honor Day – A holiday to honor the heroism and sacrifice of Medal of Honor recipients for the 

United States. 

March 29 - Vietnam Veterans Day – A national holiday to recognize and honor Veterans who served in the military 

during the Vietnam War.  

Here are some ways you can incorporate Patriotism into your auxiliary activities this month: 

● Host a family day for everyone to create Valentine's Day cards for veterans. It is a fun way to spread love and 

bring smiles to everyone around. You could bring them to a local nursing home or a VA hospital. 

● Host a Four Chaplains event.   Four Chaplains Day is celebrated on February 3 every year in recognition of four 
Army chaplains who acted in the spirit of heroic sacrifice and humanitarianism onboard a sinking ship. 
It was 1943 and the U.S.A.T. Dorchester was sailing across the Atlantic ocean, packed to capacity.  Tragedy 
struck when a German submarine fired a torpedo at the ship, sinking it and killing the hundreds who were 
onboard. 

 

Keep working hard for our veterans and families! Don't forget to keep track of any patriotic activities and report them 
to your auxiliary so you get credit on your annual reports.  
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