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AMERICANISM 
DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON 

 
Americanism is an unfailing love of country; to its institutions and ideals; eagerness to 

defend it against all enemies; undivided allegiance to the Flag; and a desire to secure the 
blessing of Liberty to ourselves and posterity. 

The Americanism Program goals are: 
 

Safety in America/Disaster Preparedness 
Flags Across America 
Flag Education 
Promote Patriotism 
POW/MIA Recognition 

 

From our National Americanism/Patriotic Instructor Ambassador Patricia Leitner, here are the 
key parts of the Americanism program this year: 
Safety in America/Disaster Preparedness: Our world today is uncertain and unpredictable. 
We need to be prepared for challenges and natural disasters when they come our way. 
Flags Across America: The Flag of our nation is a powerful symbol of pride and the freedoms 
we hold dear. It's important for us to educate youth and adults on our flag's history, proper 
etiquette and retirement ceremonies. Many of us fly the Flag all year and there are numerous 
patriotic holidays that provide an opportunity for the Flag to be prominently displayed in 
communities across America. Auxiliaries are encouraged to partner with their Post, local 
businesses, corporations, civic organizations, chamber of commerce, churches, schools, police 
and fire departments, etc., to place flags in prominent locations in cities and towns on patriotic 
holidays. 
Flag Education: A large part of showing Americanism and demonstrating the patriotic spirit is 
respecting and properly caring for the U.S. Flag. Flag etiquette covers everything from proper 
display of our flag to acceptable conduct around this symbol of our nation. For more 
information about flag etiquette, the history of our flag and to read the U.S. Flag Code, visit 
www.uvw.org/community/flag-etiquette 
Promote Patriotism Celebrating Patriotic Holidays: Patriotic holidays are an opportune time 
to involve the whole family and bring community attention to your Auxiliary. When fun family 
events are presented to the community, prospective new members will walk through your 
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door. Patriotic holidays can serve as the prefect way to show that your Auxiliary supports 
patriotism, veterans, and their families as a top priority. For more information about patriotic 
days and ways to celebrate visit www.vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do/americanism 
POW/MIA Recognition: Auxiliary members are passionate about bringing attention to former 
Prisoners of War and those Missing in Action by holding ceremonies to both educate their 
communities and honor these special veterans. One way to honor these veterans and educate 
youth and the community on this subject is by having a Missing Man Table Ceremony. This 
practice provides a visual demonstration of the significance of POW/MIA Recognition Day. 
You are encouraged to share this ceremony with youth groups partnering with the Auxiliary. 
Find a sample of the ceremony wording and table setup at www.vfwauxiliary.org/resources 
Smart/Maher National Citizenship Education Teacher Award: The VFW annually recognizes 
the nation's top classroom elementary, junior high, and high school teachers who teach 
citizenship education topics regularly and promote America's history and traditions effectively. 
Teachers who are prime candidates for this award promote civic responsibility, flag etiquette 
and patriotism. 
As Americanism Chairmen are you ready to begin the above programs? Have a Family 
Freedom Festival at your post or set up a booth at the local county fairs. Decorate in red, 
white and blue and hand out flags. Have a natural disaster kit on display so you can explain 
what it is to people walking by. Make a list of items you should have in your car or basement 
in case of a natural disaster. I will have more on this in the July/August promotional material. 

Department of Washington Special Goals: 

Remember too…when engaging in discourse, take a #PatriotPause…Ask yourself if what you want to 

communicate will make your T.R.I.B.E. proud? 

Wear your #Blue22 gear on the 22nd of every month to bring awareness to the issue of Veteran Suicide. 

Keep connected: Avoid P.T.S.D.  

 Post 

 Tribal 

 Separation 

 Dysphoria 

Have any questions about how to accomplish this mission?  Don’t hesitate to contact Eric or myself for 

assistance; that’s what we’re here for!   

 

Blessed to Serve, 

Eric and Linda Roloff  

Americanism Chairpersons (Patriotic Instructor) 

Department of Washington 

914 27th Ave. SE 

Puyallup, WA 98374 

253-446-6909 

Eric (text) 253-304-8799 

Lin (text) 253-304-8524 


