
CHIEF OF STAFF/EXTENSION  

BULLETIN #3 

 

THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN ON THE CHIEF OF STAFF FACEBOOK PAGE, but I’m sure 
not everyone has read it and I would like it read at an Auxiliary meeting.   
 
We need to remember we are members for the same purpose and that is to 
help our Veterans and their families.  We need to work together and promote 
Our PROGRAMS.  It doesn’t matter who is the chairman of a program, what 
matters is that we all work together.  Results are much better that way. 
 

Who Has the Power at VFW Auxiliary Meetings? 

When this question is asked at workshops and or training sessions you will 
almost always hear, “The President”, or “The Treasurer” or “The Trustees”! 

In Truth, you, a member in good standing, has the power. 

Contrary to belief, some members believe “title holders” such as Past National 
Presidents, Past Department Presidents, National District Council Members, and 
Department Officers hold the power. Sadly, some, of these “title holders” feel 
this way, too. They may influence, but they do not have the authority to rule 
you, the member. Remember, one of our guiding principles is one person, one 
vote.  

**As a card-carrying member in good standing, you are entitled to all the 
fundamental membership rights and privileges associated with that 
membership. 

To attend all Auxiliary meetings. 
To make a motion, which is to move a formal proposal that the body takes some kind of 
action on as an Auxiliary group. 
To participate in debate. 
To vote. 
While these rights apply to the majority of members, different levels of membership can and 
do carry with them varying privileges as the bylaws and standing rules allow. 
** (excerpts from Roberts Rules for Dummies) 



We all have our “Why’s” for wanting to join and Serve Our Veterans with Aloha. We take our 
time away from our family and friends, we use our own out of pocket monies to belong to 
this profound veteran’s service organization that is now 105 years old. We have expectations 
of how we want to feel at your Auxiliary meetings. 

Our meeting places should offer a feeling of being in a place of refuge. 

 

DISTRICT PRESIDENTS AND DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFFS:  Have you contacted the bachelor posts 
in your District?  Hopefully they have responded well to you.  With the 10 Top Reasons for the 
Post to have an Auxiliary they should not say No.  They should vote to have an Auxiliary and 
then we can proceed to help them.  I have heard from a few Districts about having a new 
Auxiliary and they only need a few more applicants.  Perhaps if you set up a get together and 
offer coffee and cake and invite all the applicants you have they may know someone that 
qualifies and would be interested in joining our Organization.  Please let me know of your 
progress. 
 
TRUSTEES: 
NO member shall hold two elective offices, the exception to this rule being that a Trustee may 
hold another elective or appointive office other than President, Secretary, or Treasurer. 

Auxiliaries may fill other vacancies in their elective offices at any regular meeting 
provided the President announces that the election will be held at the next regular 
meeting. 
An Auxiliary may, at a regular meeting by majority vote of the members present, declare 
vacant the position of any elective Officer. 
1.  Who may be absent, without valid excuse:  From two (2) consecutive meetings. 
2.  Or for a period of sixty (60) calendar days, whichever should come first.  Or who fails 
to fulfill the duties of their office as outlined in Article VIII. 

Hope everyone has a nice gathering for Thanksgiving and a  
MERRY CHRISTMAS!  

 
Mahalo, 
Karen Flynn, WA Dept. Chief of Staff 
Ksf10@hotmail.com 

 
 


