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November is here and as always we will celebrate Veteran’s 

Day as a national holiday and a time to celebrate and thank 

those who have sacrificed to keep our country safe.  THANK 

YOU TO ALL VETERANS.  November also means a time to 

celebrate the rights we are given as Americans of this great 

country and one of them is the right to VOTE!  I hope 

everyone had a chance to drop off their ballot on election day, 

November 2, 2021, and hope everyone had a list of great 

candidates to choose from. 

GREAT NEWS in Washington state!  Senator Chris Gildon, proposed an exemption to 

an existing law that was passed last Legislative session that prohibited any firearms on 

State Capital grounds.  There was an unintended consequence to the new law 

forbidding any firearm to include Military Honors such as the 21-Gun Salute and Honor 

Guards.  Gildon’s exemption to that law, S-3131.1, will provide an exemption for 

federally recognized Veteran’s service organizations to perform such duties for an 

organized event.  Chris worked closely with the local Veterans Legislative Coalition, 

which includes members of our local VFW, to introduce this exemption.  This exemption 

will be voted on during the next session early next year.  This is the perfect opportunity 

for us to call, email, and write to your local Senators and Legislative Representatives 

throughout the state to build up support for this as they are part of our ceremonies and 

traditions. 

 

As always we should all be focusing on the VFW priority goals which are: 

 Budget 

 Health Care 

 Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs 

 Education, Employment, and Transition Assistance 

 Military Quality of Life 

 National Security, Foreign Affairs and POW/MIA 

If you haven’t already, please sign up for the Action Corps and Action Corps Weekly 

which is an e-newsletter to receive up to the minute news regarding issues facing our 

military and their families.  Any changes should always be geared towards the 

improvement of these priorities.   

https://www.franklindowntownpartnership.org/2015/11/happy-veterans-day.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


I highly recommend using the tools and resources provided on the national website ~ it 

is a wealth of information and can give you tips and answer questions on how to go 

about contacting your representatives.  Don’t forget that part of the Legislative program 

is getting involved and getting others involved.  It can be as easy as attending a town 

hall, hosting a question and answer session at your post with local officials, writing or 

calling local representatives and also by being a vocal advocate regarding veterans 

benefits and rights.   

In closing, remember to celebrate our Veterans of every branch of service for the entire 

month of November, they deserve our respect. 
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Be An Advocate – Be Informed – Be Engaged 

 

 

 

 

 

 


