
LEGISLATION 

Bulletin – Feb. and March 2023 

Good afternoon, my name is Margie Lindberg, I am the President of Skyway Auxiliary 9430 and Senior Vice for District 
11. President Murphy Nihart has asked that I give a report for our Legislative Program. 
 
I’d like to begin with giving you a few facts of how your membership affects legislation and why it is so important in this 
organization. We power the voices that speak in front of the House and Congress to get legislation passed. 
 
 
Did you know that because of your membership since 2021 women veterans have had greater access to critical care and 
services following the signing of the historic Deborah Sampson Act? This was a historic moment for the nearly 2,000,000 
women veterans across the country who will now have access to quality healthcare and benefits. Also, in 2021 the 
Protecting Moms Act for those who served was signed into law that dedicates 15 million toward the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Maternity Care Coordination Program. Perhaps more significantly the law also calls for a comprehensive 
study of maternal mortality and severe pregnancy complications among women veterans. The government 
accountability office is to complete the study by November 30, 2023.  Thanks to you.  
 
 
 
Did you know that in October the VA Solid Start Act of 2022 permanently authorized and expanded VA Solid Start.  The 
VASS program was launched as a pilot program in December 2019 to increase veterans’ awareness of available VA 
benefits and services and lower the entry barriers into VA mental health care, treatment, and support for successful 
transition into civilian life. Newly separated veterans can expect a series of phone calls from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs thanks to this new law that will ensure the agency reaches out to connect transitioning service members with 
various tools and resources. It took two years for them to push this through, but it is now law. Thanks to you.   
 
 
Did you know that new legislation was just signed to change the requirement for disabled veterans who need modified 
vehicles to get around? Veterans will be eligible for an automobile grant from the VA every 10 years under the 
Advancing Uniform Transportation, Opportunities Act, or AUTO, for veterans. AUTO act veterans who have not received 
a grant in the past 30 years will be eligible for another grant thereafter. veterans will be eligible every 10 years. Thanks 
to you. 
 
 
Did you know that as of January 1, 2023, the VA launched a new life insurance program called Veterans Affairs life 
insurance?  VA Life provides guaranteed acceptance whole life insurance coverage to veterans 80 and under with any 
level of service-connected disability some veterans age 81 and older may also be eligible. Guaranteed acceptance is a 
whole life policy that does not require a medical exam or ask health questions. Premium rates are locked, and they will 
not increase as the policyholder ages. The new program meets the needs of service-connected veterans who may not 
have previously qualified for life insurance with the VA.  Thanks to you.  
 
 
Did you know because of you the PACT act, was signed into law. The P.A.C.T. ACT stands for PROMISE to ADDRESS 
COMPREHENSIVE TOXICS ACT.  The law signed in August expands healthcare benefits to millions of veterans of all eras, 
including future generations who come into contact with noxious materials while serving in uniform. Veterans exposed 
to harmful substances will now find it easier to receive their earned benefits. This comprehensive toxic exposure 
legislation is now a law.  Thanks to you. 
 
Now that the heavy stuff is out of the way, let’s not forget our mission about encouraging people to vote. During 
post/auxiliary events be sure to have voter registration materials on hand. These are free from your county elections 
offices. Ask to have a booth of table with VFW and Auxiliary information along with voter registration at community 



events and local farmers markets.  I also spent a little time looking up some things for you about voting here in 
Washington and came up with a couple of sites that you can look into. First and foremost is to look up your local county 
election offices. There is a lot of information to be found there. A few others are: Find Law, voting in Washington; Vote 
411; and the other which will be great for high school students is called Rock The Vote; take a moment and look those 
up. See if there’s something you can use to enhance your Legislative Program for your auxiliary. 
 
Here are a few tips when contacting legislators: Letters/emails can be written to any legislator, but letters/emails from a 
constituent will have much greater influence. Make clear your position and exactly what you want your legislator to do. 
Identify legislation by bill number. Use your own words and personalize your letter/email by explaining how the issue 
will affect you, your family, and our Veterans. There are also form letters/emails that can sometimes be found on sites 
that support veterans’ issues. 
 
Now, we are halfway through the year, let me go over the Legislative report due on April 15th: 
Discuss this with your members at your next meeting.  
1. Number of your Auxiliary members that subscribe to VFW Action Corps Weekly: __________ 
2. Number of personal contacts that you Auxiliary members made to Legislators on veterans’ issues: ________ 
3. Number of emails made by Auxiliary members to your legislators: __________ 
4. Number of letters/postcards sent by Auxiliary members to your legislators on veterans’ issues: _________ 
5. Number of phone calls made to legislators on veterans’ issues: __________ 
6. Number of Auxiliary members who attended events where they could interact with the legislators. Examples would be 
town halls, meet and greets, legislative conferences, etc. __ 
 
You can expand on any of these by including what you or your auxiliary did. Also include any voter registration events, 
especially photos, you may have held at a post/auxiliary event or at a community event. 
 
In closing, and as noted in the end of year report, be sure to encourage and remind members to sign up for the Action 
Corps Weekly if they have not already done so.  It is probably your easiest and most efficient way to stay informed about 
current issues affecting veterans. The Action Corps Weekly is sent out by email, and you can find the sign up form on our 
Department Auxiliary Page under Legislative programs.  
 
Thank You. 
 
Margie Lindberg 
WA Legislative Chairman 
 


