
Presidents Message #4 

 
 
Greetings, 
 
I can’t believe this year is half over! I absolutely love being your President this year. Being here right now is an 
honor of a lifetime for me and I thank you all for having me. 
 
Mid-Winter was very productive and I would like to give a huge shout-out to the Yakima auxiliary for manning 
the registration table, hosting meals, and for the beautiful centerpieces. GREAT JOB! 
 
 
I am so proud of this department and those who stepped up. Congratulations to Rose Green our new SR, Vice 
President, Sue Greg Jr. Vice President, Robyn Sterrett Chaplain, Tracy Thompson Conductress, and Adrienne 
Halvorsen the Baby of the bunch! Wonderful job everyone! 
  
It was an honor to have our National District 20 council member Sonya Sallee as our National rep. I hope you 
all got a little time to meet her. I really enjoyed her. 
 
Everyone did such a great job making this Mid-Year Conference go smoothly I can’t possibly thank you all, but 
do want to give Cindy Burkey some special love right now and thank her for everything she does for us all. I 
also need to acknowledge my Chief of Staff, Karen Flynn. Lordy, what would I do without you two? You have 
been my right and left hands this year and I am so thankful for your mentoring, love, and friendship. 
 
As many of you know Rich and I had to skedaddle right after the banquet to get back to Seattle to make our 
flight out to LA, for National Mid-Year. We had an amazing time cruising to the Mexican Riviera (except for 
Wednesday morning when it was a bit choppy and I was SOO seasick) what a great experience. Jane took all 
of the National officers and Department presidents on an excursion from Ensenada to La Bufadora(which 
translates to The Blowhole but sounds much more romantic in Spanish lol ) it was so beautiful and we all 
enjoyed a great lunch together with the most awesome tacos ever. 
  
I would like to thank all of the Auxiliaries I have visited so far. I have had a wonderful time getting to know you 
all more, and to those who I have not yet been to, I look forward to seeing you all!  
 
Let’s have fun and Bee the Change!  
 
Loyally, 
Joan Murphy Nihart 
Department President 
 


