
September/October          Veterans and Family Support          Bulletin 2 

Well, we just finished up with School of Instruction in Wenatchee and it was an absolutely 
wonderful and there are some phenomenal Dept. Chairman.  I hope that you attended and 
gleaned some great information from it.  For those who weren’t able to attend your District 
Presidents should be passing out the information picked up, to your Auxiliary Presidents and 
then on to you, the Auxiliary Chairman.  
  
National Veterans Services: 
Who it helps:  
         Active duty military 
         Veterans of any age 
         Families of Veterans 
This program assists veterans and their families in filing for employment and training programs, 
education programs, death and pension benefits and disability compensation.  They also see to 
it that our veterans receive drug or alcohol dependency treatment or timely/quality and 
accessible hospital and outpatient care.  I have included the VFW Rack Card that has phone 
numbers for any area that our Veterans and Families might need help with.    
 
National Military Services: 
Have you thought about adopting a unit? Or do you already have one you support?  I learned at 
School of Instruction that there is a list of National Guard Units that are not supported yet.  
Contact me and I will get you the information.  I will be talking my Auxiliary first and hopefully 
be adopting a unit.  This is where the MAPS grants come in to help us.  The financial assistance 
can help defray the costs of send-offs, homecomings, and special dinners (i.e. Christmas or 
Thanksgiving).  Not to mention, what a better way to show them what it is we do and possibly 
get some new Post or Auxiliary Members, while showing them our support for all that they do 
for us.  
          Operation Uplink:  
               Please remember this program as the holidays are fast approaching.  What a better gift 
               to give our deployed military members than the gift of calling home.  Just as you and I 
               do, they love talking to their family.  Our deployed, also, deserve that luxury 
               if only for a little while, to talk to their wives, children, and families during this time.   
 
National Home: 
Your Health & Happiness donations of $.10 or $.25 (which is encouraged) based on your June 
30 membership are due now.  These are sent directly to: Ladies Auxiliary VFW National 
Headquarters Attn: H&H Donations 406 W. 34th Street, 10th Floor Kansas City, MO.  64111. 
 
As you know, National Home is no longer accepting Campbell’s Soup Labels BUT they do take 
Tyson Labels.  This can raise up to $12,000 a year for them.  Just clip and save the entire Project 
A+ label.  Each one is worth $0.24.  Mail them to VFW National Home for Children 3573 S. 
Waverly Rd.  Eaton Rapids, MI.  48827.  Here’s what the label looks like: 

 
 



“BUDDY”® POPPY: 
I realize that Veterans Day isn’t until November but it’s time to start thinking about ways you 
can promote them.  This is the time when most “Buddy”® Poppy fundraising takes place.  Make 
sure to look at the Planning a successful campaign (in the handbook) and the History of the 
“Buddy”® Poppy pamphlets for help and ideas.  You can find these on the VFW website.  Rumor 
is that “Buddy”® Poppies should be ordered 12 weeks ahead of time, so make sure to get your 
orders in soon.  I have included the “Buddy”® Poppy story cards and “In Flanders Field” poem 
that would both be wonderful additions to you displays and drives.  
 
I would like each auxiliary chairman to send me their contact information in case anything 
comes up in between these bulletins.  My information is at the bottom.  Please contact me if 
you need anything. 
 
 
Loyally, 
Michelle Madonna 
2025 E. Providence Ave. 
Spokane, WA.  99207 
(509) 230-2958 
 michellemadonna@msn.com  
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