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“It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year!!!”  To quote a well-known verse… The air is crisp and 

cold, the sky is clear and our hearts are full of LOVE!  LOVE was the first gift…God loved Man 

and gave him Woman…”God so loved the world…” John 3:16… and our Forefathers so loved this 

country that they declared it a “…new nation, conceived in liberty…” (Gettysburg Address; and 

yes I am aware that the Gettysburg Address was made by Abraham Lincoln 100 or so years 

after the founding of our country, but it is a quote which sums up the feeling of the founding 

patriots so well that I’m using it here). The upcoming Holiday Season is a time of LOVE, and 

reminds us that we should LOVE our young people enough to take the time to teach them how to 

LOVE; each other, their neighbor, and their great country! 

 

Let LOVE be your theme this Holiday Season (and into the coming year), at your Post and in 

your neighborhood.  Talk to as many young people as you can about LOVE and how to express it 

with regard to their country and those who serve it.  Create for them opportunities to learn 

about the hallmarks of Patriotism and what makes one a Patriot.  Remind them that LOVE is a 

verb as well as a noun.  LOVE requires action…if one does not show LOVE through their actions 

or words, then does it really exist? 

 

Our Service Men and Women ACT UPON THEIR LOVE OF COUNTRY and for that we owe 

them our respect and our LOVE.  We can share with our youth the reasons our service men and 

women feel so passionately about the USA that they have no choice but to walk in LOVE wearing 

this nation’s uniform.  Our Service members don’t volunteer to serve America and her people 

“Patrianai \ Aloha / Lawelawe!” 

Meaning: “Patriotism, LOVE and Service!” in 

Hawaiian… 

Serving our Veterans with Aloha! But Why? 

All Young people want to know “WHY” and the 

answer is simple; We LOVE our country and 

we show that LOVE through service to those 

who’ve served it!   

mailto:roloff3@comcast.net


because they hate other people or lands, they do it because they LOVE this land and our people: 

Patriotism at its core; plain and simple…  Personally, I know no better way to explain it. 

 

Here are a few things to get you started: 

 Start every activity with the Pledge of Allegiance Put an American flag near your 

Post’s Christmas Tree and decorate the tree with patriotic decorations then teach kids 

the meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance 

 What “right” looks like during the National Anthem: ex. Remove headgear, put down 

your phone, place your hand over your heart, etc…  

 Honor Service members: teach kids to honor our service members regardless of how 

they feel about the mission; we honor those PEOPLE who are willing to defend their 

nation and her people  

 Know Their Basic Freedoms…teach kids what their basic freedoms are (i.e. The Bill of 

Rights) and remind them that not everyone in this world has those freedoms, but all 

deserve them. 

 Our Core Democratic Values: The things that make us unique and special in the world 

include: common good, justice, liberty, popular sovereignty, life, equality, diversity, 

pursuit of happiness, truth, patriotism and rule of law. 

 Teach Kids about Government:  How government works here in America, the three 

branches of government, and who holds the power (hint: We the People!) 

 Teach Kids About Citizenship:  It too is a verb!  It is more than where one is born or 

lives.  It is knowing one’s place within a society, agreement with the law to promote the 

common good, participation in the national processes, knowing the significant people and 

places in our nation’s history, appreciating diversity, and learning from our imperfections 

in order to perfect our nation’s future. 

 

All of these things can be taught through, and using our “National Youth Activities Priority 

Goals” of Illustrating America and Patriotism through Literacy. 

www.vfwauxiliary.org/resources 

 

Do you LOVE this country enough to teach her youth?  Do you LOVE your (and this nation’s) kids 

enough to fill their hearts with Patriotism and hope?  Because if you do…and I know you do…You 

will lead these young people into a future where their citizenship in the greatest nation on earth 

will be their most prized possession.  That’s why we’re here people!  

 

Blessed to Serve, 

Linda A. Roloff 

VFW Auxiliary Department of Washington 

2019-20 Youth Activities Chairman  
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